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Planning Commission 
Staff Report 

 

TO: PLANNING COMMISSION 

FROM: 
MIKE MILILLO, CSBA, SENIOR PLANNER  

480-503-6747, MICHAEL.MILILLO @GILBERTAZ.GOV 

 

THROUGH: CATHERINE LORBEER, AICP, PRINCIPAL PLANNER  

480-503-6016, CATHERINE.LORBEER@GILBERTAZ.GOV 

MEETING DATE: FEBRUARY 5, 2014 

SUBJECT: Z13-30:  REQUEST TO AMEND THE TOWN OF GILBERT LAND 

DEVELOPMENT CODE, CHAPTER 1 ZONING REGULATIONS, 

DIVISION 2 LAND USE DESIGNATIONS, ARTICLE 2.1 SINGLE 

FAMILY RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS, SECTION 2.107 ADDITIONAL 

USE REGULATIONS, SUBSECTION A ANIMALS RELATED TO 

AMENDING THE REGULATIONS PERTAINING TO THE KEEPING 

OF FOWL AND RODENTS IN RESIDENTIAL ZONING DISTRICTS. 

 

STRATEGIC INITIATIVE:   Community Livability 

This proposal will allow residents greater flexibility in keeping and housing fowl on medium to 

large size residential properties. 

RECOMMENDED MOTION 

FOR THE REASONS SET FORTH IN THE STAFF REPORT, MOVE TO 

RECOMMEND APPROVAL TO THE TOWN COUNCIL FOR Z13-30, AS 

REQUESTED. 
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BACKGROUND/DISCUSSION 

History 

Date Action 

 

Sept. 3, 2013 Town Council discussed the proposed Fowl Regulations text amendment 

in Study Session and directed staff to initiate the text amendment to the 

Land Development Code (LDC). 

 

Nov. 6, 2013 Planning Commission held the citizen review session and initiated the 

proposed text amendment. 

 

Overview 

 

In 2009, Planning staff formed a stakeholders group, which met to discuss, among other things, 

potential modifications to the animal regulations pertaining to fowl in certain single family 

districts.  In addition to staff members, the stakeholders in this group had expertise or experience 

with homeowners associations and with raising animals or living in close proximity to animals in 

residential neighborhoods.    

The proposed text amendment will amend the animal regulations within certain single family 

zoning districts in Gilbert. The text changes closely mirror a proposal presented to the Planning 

Commission in 2010 as part of a larger amendment to the Single Family Residential District land 

use and development regulations.  The majority of the previous text amendment was approved 

by Town Council, but the proposed changes to the animal regulations were removed at the 

request of Councilmembers, prior to Council review and approval.   

At a September 2013 Study Session, Town Council directed staff to revisit the fowl regulations 

with one modification from the original amendment, that being removing peacocks from the 

definition of fowl.  Staff plans to amend the Municipal Code definition of fowl to remove 

peacocks concurrent with this LDC amendment.   

 

Planning staff compared Gilbert’s fowl regulations with those of our neighboring communities: 

Chandler, Queen Creek and Mesa.  This comparison, summarized in Attachment 1, indicates that 

adjoining communities generally permit chickens on larger lots and that a greater number of 

animals are permitted on larger lots than on smaller lots.  With the proposed amendment, 

Gilbert’s regulations would be comparable or more permissive in terms of zoning districts and 

numbers of animals.     

 

The effect of this text amendment will be to revise the number of fowl permitted in certain 

single-family residential zoning districts, to permit keeping roosters and to require aviaries to be 

located within the building envelope rather than at least 100 feet from any property line. 

 

Existing Zoning Code 

 

The existing Section 2.103 for Land Use Regulations in Single-Family Residential Districts 

reads as follows: 
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2.103 Land Use Regulations 

 

*** 

 

Table 2.103: Land Use Regulations – Single Family Residential Districts 

Use 

Classification 

SF-

43 

SF-

35 

SF-

15 

SF-

10 

SF- 

8 

SF- 

7 

SF- 

6 

SF-

D 

SF-

A 

Additional 

Regulations 

Animal Raising, 

Non- 

Commercial 

P P P P P -- -- -- -- See Section 

2.107 

***           

"P" designates permitted uses. 

 

 *** 

2.107 Additional Use Regulations 

 

A.  Animals. In addition to the regulations set forth in Chapter 6 of the Municipal Code and 

Section 2.103: Land Use Regulations, the following regulations shall apply: 

 

1. Rodents and Fowl: 

 

 a. On each lot up to 20,000 net square feet of area, any combination of up to 25 rodents and 

fowl are permitted. For each additional 20,000 square feet of lot area, an additional 25 

rodents or fowl are permitted. 

 

b. Aviaries shall be located at least 100 feet from any property line. 

 

*** 

 

Proposed Zoning Code  

 

Staff requests that the Planning Commission recommend approval for a text amendment to 

modify the LDC relating to Single-Family Residential zoning districts.  The LDC would be 

amended to read as follows (additions in ALL CAPS; deletions in strikeout): 

 

2.103 Land Use Regulations 

 

*** 

 

Table 2.103: Land Use Regulations – Single Family Residential Districts 

Use 

Classification 

SF-

43 

SF-

35 

SF-

15 

SF-

10 

SF- 

8 

SF- 

7 

SF- 

6 

SF-

D 

SF-

A 

Additional 

Regulations 

Animal Raising, 

Non- 

Commercial 

P P P P P -- -- -- -- See Section 

2.107 

***           
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2.107 Additional Use Regulations 

 

A.  Animals. In addition to the regulations set forth in Chapter 6 of the Municipal Code and 

Section 2.103: Land Use Regulations, the following regulations shall apply: 

 

1. Rodents and Fowl: 

 

a. On each lot up to 20,000 BETWEEN 8,000 AND 10,000 net square feet of area, any 

combination of up to 25 10 rodents and fowl are permitted. For each additional 

20,000 square feet of lot area, an additional 25 rodents or fowl are permitted. 

 

B. ON EACH LOT BETWEEN 10,000 AND 20,000 NET SQUARE FEET OF AREA, 

ANY COMBINATION OF UP TO 25 RODENTS AND FOWL ARE PERMITTED.  

FOR EACH ADDITIONAL 10,000 SQUARE FEET OF LOT AREA, AN 

ADDITIONAL 12 RODENTS OR FOWL ARE PERMITTED. 

 

C.  Aviaries shall be located at least 100 feet from any property line WITHIN THE 

BUILDING ENVELOPE. 

 

D.  ONE (1) ROOSTER OVER FOUR MONTHS OLD SHALL BE PERMITTED FOR 

EACH 20,000 SQUARE FEET OF LOT AREA WITH THE EXCEPTION OF 

THOSE KEPT FOR “CROP AND ANIMAL RAISING, COMMERCIAL”, 

PROVIDED THAT THE ROOSTER IS CONTROLLED OR CONTAINED IN 

SUCH A MANNER AS TO COMPLY WITH MUNICIPAL CODE CHAPTER 6, 

SECTION 6.2 (NOISY ANIMALS). 

 

*** 

 

 

PUBLIC NOTIFICATION AND INPUT 

A notice of public hearing was published in a newspaper of general circulation in the Town, and 

an official notice was posted in all the required public places within the Town. 

At the Planning Commission citizen review study session, two residents expressed support for 

the proposed text amendment, one of whom favored permitting fowl on lots smaller than 8,000 

square feet.  Staff has received an email from one resident in support of the amendment. 

On January 23, 2014, staff met with four residents who live in Gilbert, Chandler and Mesa to 

discuss their interests in keeping fowl on smaller lots (SF-6, SF-7) than currently permitted by 

the LDC.  They indicated that they would likely prepare a proposal allowing less chickens on 

these smaller lots for Planning Commission consideration.   
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STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

For the following reasons: the proposed amendments will allow residents greater flexibility in 

keeping and housing fowl on medium to large size residential properties, the Planning 

Commission moves to recommend approval to the Town Council for Z13-30 , a request to 

amend Land Development Code regulations pertaining to the keeping of fowl and rodents in 

residential zoning districts.  

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Mike Milillo 

Senior Planner, CSBA 

 

Attachments: 

 

Attachment 1: Fowl Regulations Comparison 

Attachment 2: Minutes from a Planning Commission Study Session, dated November 6, 2013 
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